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Calendar of Events
March 17

Winter Parking Ban in effect
through April 30

March 24
Sunday
2 p.m. Ari Krakow will lead a Thai cooking class at the Town
Hall - with a limit of 12 people. Sign up now. Sponsored by the
Friends of Library.

March 1 Friday
ARRSD Community Reading Day- Volunteers needed. Contact
the library. 978-249-3572
7-10 p.m. Open Mic Night at Town Hall
March 2
5 - 7 p.m.

Saturday
Spaghetti Supper Royalston Fish & Game Club
Mardi Gras

March 5		

Tuesday

March 6		
11:04 a.m.

Wednesday
Ash Wednesday
New Worm Moon

March 8		
Friday
7 p.m. Dale Monette will show his nature photos at the Town
Hall. Sponsored by the Friends of Library. Refreshments.
March 9		
Saturday
5 p.m. Soup “R” Bowl/ Chicken Shoot to benefit the Town
Event’s Committee at the Royalston Fish & Game Club. Tickets for all-you-can eat soup. Card game follows. Win a cooked
chicken!
March 10
Sunday		
Daylight savings time begins

Spring Forward

March 12
Tuesday
National Crochet Week begins today
9 – 11 a.m. Final day to register to vote in April 1 Town elections.
March 16
Saturday
8 - 11:30 a.m.
6th Annual Chet Hall Scholarship Breakfast.
Raffles, food, fun. Tickets at the door or Kimball-Cooke Insurance.
5:30 p.m.

RF&G Roast Beef Supper

Sunday		

St. Patrick’s Day

A complete listing of all department, committee, commission, and board meetings is
posted on the Town’s website,
www.royalston-ma.gov

March 20		
Wednesday
5:58 p.m.
Vernal Equinox – SPRING!
9:43 p.m.
Full Worm Moon

March 27
Wednesday
7 p.m. Create your own greeting cards with the Ladies’ Benevolent Society at the First Congregational Church on the Common. Please pre-register to ensure supplies. 978-249-5807.
March 31
Sunday
World Backup Day: take a few minutes to back up your electronic data.

Save the Date:
April 1		

Monday

April 3		
Wednesday
Half-Day all ARRSD Schools for professional development
April 20
Saturday
10 a.m. The Royalston Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held at
the Royalston Town Hall on the Common.
April 27
Saturday
Get Schooled Program
about the history of
schools in Royalston.
Why not write-up a
memory of your Royalston schooling experience and submit it to the
event.
(Submissions
will be archived at the
historical society.)
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Select Board Notes

Deb D’Amico – Select Board Clerk
Budget Talk - Although our Annual Town Meeting is still a couple of months away (May 10 – mark your calendar!), the budget
process is already in full swing. During February, the board and
members of the Finance Committee met with departments to review budget requests for Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20), which begins
July 1, 2019. Department heads are careful to propose budgets that
will adequately fund their responsibilities without overspending.
Whenever possible they seek funding through state programs and
grants to augment what the town can afford.
And all of us -- department heads, Finance Committee and Select
Board -- recognize the many hourly-wage employees who do the
critical work of the town’s government, and we strive to keep their
wages as competitive as possible. It is a difficult balancing act.
Finding enough revenue to meet the needs of our town while staying within the state-mandated 2½% tax cap is a major challenge.
And, like all towns, our needs go beyond simply keeping the
town’s services afloat. We have aging town buildings to maintain
and repurpose. We need a post office facility that has heat and running water. We need adequate office space for the many boards and
committees that do the town’s work. And we need to build a town
government structure that can handle the increasingly complicated
business of municipal governing. All of these are front and center
in our minds as we work on this budget and plan for the future.
Looking to the future, we are encouraged by the prospect of
increased town revenue through several commercial solar installations and one marijuana growing facility. But future revenue does
not help us in the present. We appreciate the support and understanding of our residents and welcome thoughts.
Solar Installation on Town Land – Speaking of future revenue,
on February 5 the Select Board voted unanimously to accept a proposal from Verogy, a renewable energy company, to construct and
operate a solar array on 20-25 acres in our solar overlay district,
which includes the former landfill and surrounding land. There are
many hoops to jump through between now and when the project is
complete, including the negotiation of a contract and the terms of
a PILOT agreement (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) between Verogy
and the town. Even so, we are happy to know that our solar overlay
district will be put to its intended use.
A reminder that the Select Board meets at 7 p.m. at the Town
Hall, On the Common, the first and third Tuesdays of the month.
We encourage the public to attend. (NOTE: During April only, the
board will meet on the first and third Wednesday, April 3 and 17.)

Got brush piles? Burn Permits are available from the

Fire and EMS Department through May 1st. To get the required
permit, go to Station #1 (4 Athol Rd) on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Mondays of the month from 7-9 pm, On the day you intend to burn,
call the non-emergency number (978-249-8138 ) and listen to the
message to be sure that daily conditions are appropriate for burning. Then leave a message as instructed, including your address
and permit number.

Royalston Agriculture Commission Contest

Are you an artist? Interested in local agriculture? The agriculture commission invites you
to design a logo for a t-shirt and banner. The
size should be no larger than 8.5” by 11”. The
design should celebrate Royalston agriculture.
The copy can be dropped off at the post office,
library, or mailed to Jennifer Janowicz, 58 NE
Fitzwilliam Rd., Royalston. The winner will receive a basket of Royalston farm goodies. Sharpen up your pencils
and get drawing as the deadline is April 2, 2019.

Ladies’ Benevolent Society

Mary C Barclay
The Ladies’ Benevolent Society holds the first meeting of 2019
at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 27th in the First Congregational
Church’s Fellowship Hall. Following a brief business meeting,
Gayle Bassett will present a workshop on making homemade
greeting cards. Program guides will be distributed, and light refreshments will be served. The program is free, and open to the
public. To ensure there are sufficient card-making supplies, RSVP
to program hostess President Laurie Deveneau at lmdeveneau@
msn.com or 978-249-5807.
The Ladies’ Benevolent Association of Royalston will celebrate
their 195th year of continuous service this December 31st?! The
organization was established in 1824, and following a number of
name changes, settled on its current name November 14, 1849.
The “Ladies’ B.” is believed to be the second-oldest society (second only to the Phillipston Ladies’ Society by just a few months)
on record for continuous service in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The Society has been raising funds for good works for
nearly two centuries, including recent scholarships for deserving
high school graduates and adults returning to learning; donations
to relief efforts; and investments in community activities.
The Society welcomes members of all ages, religions, political
opinions, and economic circumstances into membership; visitors
are welcome at any meeting. For those who can afford it, dues are
$10, which helps defray the expenses of printed program guides,
and for postage to send get well cards, and well-wishes to residents
on milestone events in their lives. For more information, contact
secretary Pat Worth greengyre1@gmail.com or 978-249-2722.
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Town Clerk News

Job Opening: Administrative Assistant
Administrative Assistant in the town of Royalston beginning April
9, 2019. 24 hours/week, $15-16/hour. Associate’s degree and three
years municipal or office experience. Ability to work independently, good interpersonal skills, as well as good written communication and high skill with office software programs essential.
Full job description available. Send letter and resume immediately to bos@royalston-ma.gov or Select Board office, PO Box
125, Royalston, MA 01368. Questions? Call Town Clerk Melanie
Mangum at 978-249-0493.

Department of Public Works

Parking ban in effect until April 30.
During the ban, do not
park in the road, on the shoulder or in public parking lots. When
vehicles are left in the way, this delays or in some cases doesn’t allow the road to be treated or cleared of snow or ice. The Town can
have these vehicles towed at the vehicle owner’s expense. Also,
avoid plowing or shoveling snow into the public way. This also
can build into a hazardous obstruction that may result in damage
to other vehicles. Please be considerate.
Thank you all for your support and understanding.
Royalston Department of Public Works Supt.,
Keith R. Newton

Cultural Council News

Two more Open Mics: March 1,
and April 5, all Fridays. 7-10 pm,
Performers are asked to be there
by 6:45 p.m. for a stage time. The
evening is free and open to the public. Refreshments, including
nominally-priced entrees, snack foods and non-alcoholic beverages are available throughout the evening. The event is organized
and hosted by the Royalston Cultural Council. For additional information, contact Jim Bennett, RCC Chair at 978-575-1052 or
Deb Nunes, 978-249-4000

Board of Health News

Phil Leger, chair
Glass update. We will be allowed to bring another load for recycling. Having attendants checking glass prior to loading in roll offs
will allow us another try. That being said, please pay attention to
signage as to what is acceptable prior to depositing in containers.
With recent winter weather, please be careful when navigating
around the facility.
BOH office hours are Wednesdays
5-9 p.m.
Michelle Deline, our administrative assistant, will be happy to assist you. Our monthly meeting remains the first Wednesday of the
month at 7pm at Whitney Hall in South Royalston.
Still time for a flu vaccine. See your local health care provider or
pharmacy.
Nice crisp winter air outside and no bugs. Get out and hike, skate,
ski or other activities.

Assessors’ News

To all Royalston taxpayers who have (or should have) Personal
Property (PP) accounts with the Assessor’s office.
State Tax Form 2 (also known as Form of List) is due on March 1
(extended this year to April 1) and must be filed every year. The
assessors cannot grant abatements to those who do not file.
PP taxes are assessed separately from real estate taxes and are not
open to public inspection.
PP includes, amongst other things:
• all furnishings in a home that is not your primary residence
• motor vehicles, recreational vehicles and boats that are not
registered
• large tractors and machinery not used exclusively for farming
• inventory of unincorporated businesses
You do not have to come up with values, the assessors can do that.
For help filling out your form contact the Assessor’s officce.
To get State Form 2
go online to: mass form of list
visit any MA assessors office
call the Royalston assessors office 978-249-0337 or stop by
Whitney Hall
Annual Town Election - April 1st
The following are the positions and terms up for election this year,
and includes the Athol seats on the School Committee Please note
that additional positions or questions to voters may appear on the
ballot if necessary.
position			term		currently in the position
Selectman		
3 year		
Roland Hamel
Assessor			3 year		Wade Harmon
Board of Health
3 year		
Andrea Crete
Cemetery Commission
3 year		
Sherry Miner
Constable
		
3 year		
John Divoll
Library Trustee		
3 year		
Jeffrey Mangum
Planning Board		
5 year		
Joshua Doub
Planning Board		
2 year		
Amy Sanden
Sewer Commission
3 year		
Anthony Basso
Town Clerk		
3 year		
Melanie Mangum
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year Roy Smith Jr.
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year Gary Winitzer
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year Vacant
Trustees of the J.N. Bartlett Fund 1 year Vacant
Athol-Royalston School Comm. 3 year Charles Pretti
Athol-Royalston School Comm. 3 year Dale H. Lougee
Athol Athol-Royalston School Comm. 3 year Kenneth Vaidulas
Athol-Royalston School Comm. 3 year William B. Chiasson
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Jeffrey Mangum, Jennifer Basso, Theresa Quinn
Mondays: 10:00 am- 8:30 pm. Thursdays 1:00pm - 5:00pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm
Saturdays: 9:00 am - 12 noon
978-249-3572 www.royalstonlibrary.org
Donations to the Friends

Elizabeth Schodek
George Bodman
In Memory of Werner Bundschuh:
Chris and Emily Santillo

Thank you

We would like to once again extend our gratitude to Gail Oswald
for the donation of her exquisite pastels of nature scenes of the
North Quabbin area and to the many people who purchased one
of the paintings to benefit the library.

Thai Cooking Class

Arissara (Ari) Chimsuwan Krakow will teach traditional Thai
cooking at the Town Hall on Sunday, March 24th at 2:00 p.m.
Space is limited and the class is full, but if you would like to be
on the waiting list or attend a possible second class, contact the
library. Participants are asked to bring a cutting board, knife, and
an appetite. Ari and students will prepare a varied menu of basic
Thai dishes such as pumpkin curry, pad thai, beef salad and fresh
rolls with sauces. Ari comes from the village of Nakhonsawan
in central Thailand where she still has a working farm raising
cattle, sugar cane, and rice. She has lived in the U.S. for eight
years. Ari will speak about cooking methods, Thai culture and life
in the countryside and will bring photos of her farm, village, and
floating markets. Her business, Arissara Thai Cuisine offers cooking classes in private homes for groups of up to 12 guests as well
as catering services for events (her contact information is available through the library). Stay tuned for the debut of her fabulous
food truck due out later this year! Ari lives in Peterborough, New
Hampshire with her husband, Ivan and their Australian Shepherd,
Maggie. This class is funded by a grant from the Royalston Cultural Council and the Friends of the library.

Borrow a Digital Projector, Sound System, and
Screen from your library– You can have a home movie

night at home or practice your power point presentation with this
equipment It is compatible with a DVD player (which may also be
borrowed) or a computer.

or how about the moon and stars....?

This is a reminder that the library has a fool-proof Orion Star
Blaster Telescope to loan to anyone with a valid library card. This
is a great way to spend a late winter evening looking at the stars,
planets, and moon. There will be a supermoon to usher in spring
on March 20.

Year of the Bird Program by Dale Monette

On Friday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, well-known
nature photographer, Dale Monette, will give a slide show and presentation on many of the birds found in the Athol-Royalston area
as well as rare visitors from the north. Hundreds of organizations
around the world joined forces to celebrate the centennial of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act in 2018, the most powerful and important bird-protection law ever passed. The purpose was an effort to
heighten awareness of birds because of their wonder and beauty
and because they symbolize nature’s interconnectedness and the
importance of caring for our shared planet. Dale’s exquisite photos will highlight the beautiful birds living in our area. Many people have never seen some of the more elusive inhabitants of our
forests and fields. Dale has lived within two miles of the Quabbin
Reservoir since the early 1970s and worked as an educator at the
Quabbin for the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and
Recreation until his retirement in 2014. Join us for an enjoyable
evening of stunning photographs illuminating where and when our
native birds can be seen. Refreshments, provided by the Friends
of the Library, will be served.

Art Exhibit

During March and April, in conjunction with the his program,
there will be an exhibit of Dale Monette’s photographs of wildlife
and landscapes taken mainly at the Quabbin Reservoir.

Community Reading Day

Thanks to the Athol Public Library Children’s Department, Community Reading Day will occur on Friday, March 1 (snow date,
March 4) at the Royalston Community School and grades Pre-K to
4 classes in Athol. The books will be Maybe Something Beautiful
for Pre-K-2, Magic Trash for grades 3 & 4, and How They Choked
for grades 5 & 6. If you would like to be a reader this year, call
the library at 978-249-3572.

Preschool Storytime

at the library
10 am each Monday
Stories, socializing, songs, snacks and crafts
Free
Call the library for more information

Some of the new materials at your library

Adult Fiction
Alderman, Naomi
Barton, Fiona		
Dailey, Janet		
Dodd, Christina		
Finder, Joseph		
Harper, Jane		
Hurwitz, Gregg		
James, Marlon		
Jenoff, Pam		
Johnston, Tim		
Kellerman, Jonathan
Lescroart, John		
Letts, Elizabeth		
Lipman, Elinor		
Luiselli, Valeria
Lyons, Jenn		
McCracken, E.		
McDonald, Christina
McKinley, Jenn		
Robb, J.D.		
Santopolo, Jill		
Scott, E.G.		
Tursten, Helene		
Wilkinson, Lauren

The Power
The Suspect
Letters from Peaceful Lane
What Doesn’t Kill Her
Judgment
The Lost Man
Out of the Dark
Black Leopard, Red Wolf
The Lost Girls of Paris
The Current
The Wedding Guest
The Rule of Law
Finding Dorothy
Good Riddance
Lost Children Archive
The Ruin of Kings
Bowlaway
The Night Olivia Fell
The Good Ones
Connections in Death
More than Words
The Woman Inside
An Elderly Lady is up to no Good
American Spy

Adult Non-Fiction
Beckius, Kim
Frommer’s New England
Houston, Pam
Deep Creek
Morrison, Toni The Source of Self-Regard
Treuer, David
The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee
Young Adult Fiction/Non-Fiction
Bardugo, Leigh
King of Scars
Chmakova, Svetlana
Crush
Craft, Jerry		
New Kid
Gates, Henry Louis
Dark Sky Rising
Paolini, Christopher
The Fork, the Witch, and the Worm
Rarus, Pat		
The LGBT Rights Movement
Rhodes, Jewell		
Ghost Boys
Thomas, Angie		
On the Come Up
DVDs:
Boy Erased, Christopher Robin, Death in Paradise Season 7, First
Man (DVD & Bluray), The Girl in the Spider’s Web, The Grinch
(2019)(DVD & Bluray), The Hate you Give (DVD & Bluray),
Scooby-Doo! And the Curse of the 13th Ghost , The Sisters Brothers, Widows

There is yoga every Tuesday night at 7 pm
at town hall, sponsored by the Friends of
the Library. Free but donations welcome.
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Children’s Fiction
Ashman, Linda		
William Wakes Up
Avi			 The End of the World and Beyond
Carle, Eric		
Eric Carle’s Book of Many Things
Cronin, Doreen		
Click, Clack, Peep!
Johnston, Tony 		
Spencer and Vincent, the Jellyfish Brothers
Latham, Irene		
Meet Miss Fancy
MacLachlan, P.		
Chicken Talk
McKay, Hilary		
Straw into Gold
Meadows, Daisy		
Billie the Baby Goat Fairy
Miles, Ellen		
Cuddles
Newman, Leslea		
Gittel’s Journey
Sayre, April		
Bloom Boom!
Silton, Geronimo		
The Test of Time
Tarshis, Lauren		
I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005
Tarshis, Lauren I Survived the Attacks of September 11, 2001
Tarshis, Lauren I Survived the Battle of D-Day, 1944
Tarshis, Lauren I Survived the Joplin Tornado, 2011
Tarshis, Lauren I Survived the San Francisco Earthquake, 1906
Tarshis, Lauren I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912
Watson, Tom		
Stick Dog Gets the Tacos
Winstanley, Nicola
How to Give Your Cat a Bath in Five
			Easy Steps
Children’s Nonfiction
Bailey, Linda		
Challoner, Jack		
Clanton, Ben		
Gillibrand, Kristen
Oxlade, Chris		
Oxlade, Chris		
Richmond, Benjamin
Salas, Laura		
Sehgal, Kabir		

Mary Who Wrote Frankenstein
Stem Lab
Narwhal’s Otter Friends
Bold & Brave
Construction Machines
Emergency Machines
Baby Elephant Joins the Herd
Snowman – Cold= Puddle
Thread of Love

Bev’s Book Banter

How many times have you driven by
historical marker signs, telling yourself you should stop and read them?
Well now you don’t have to! Michael
Bruno, New Hampshire author born
and raised in the Laconia area, took
two years traveling around our close
neighbor to the north, documenting
all 255 signs in New Hampshire. The
book is divided into 7 regions, and for
every plaque in that region he gives
the location, a picture of the plaque,
the words on the plaque written out,
history behind the plaque, much of it
from the 1600 and 1700’s, and sometimes nearby attractions to visit. The
chapters are short, which is great for
people like me who get into bed at night to read and fall asleep in
a few minutes. I wish someone would write a book like this for
the Massachusetts signs!
Read something good lately? Let us know at the RCN. Send your
review by the 22nd of the month prior to publication. All ages
welcome.
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Historical Society: Get Schooled

Did you know there once were a dozen schools in our town?
The Society is planning a public event revolving around the
history of these schools on April 27.
The night will include an overview presentation on Royalston’s one room school houses, a showing of the minidocumentary Eleanor and Maxine, featuring Maxine Wilcox, who taught in Old School House #1 from 1929 (when
she was 18 years old) until it closed, film clips of Peg Langlois remembering her school days, and reminiscences with other citizens who attended
some of our older schools.
Did you attend Royalston schools or were you homeschooled in Town?
Do you have an unforgettable memory of your school days? Write up
your experience. Your thoughts will be collected and kept in the historical
society (and if you agree, put on display at this event.)
Get started writing. Any format is welcome, but if you need a nudge, you
may want to think about the tips below:
1. Describe the experience so that the reader experiences the event alongside you. Where were you? When? Who was involved? What happened?
2. Include lots of descriptive details so the reader sees, hears, feels, smells
and experiences the event vividly. 3. Use a chronological (in the order
things happened) organization. 4. Show how you feel rather than telling
about it. What were you thinking, doing or saying? What details of the setting or other people could explain the emotion? 5. Conclude with why this
experience remains significant for you.
To submit your experiences, drop them at Old School House #1 (the
post ofice) or email chasegos2@gmail.com.

Royalston Emergency Management Agency

Royalston Emergency Management Director Jim Barclay 978-249-2904
The snow may be flying and the ice on the edges of driveways thick, but
sometime soon it’s all likely to melt – quickly. The rapid change from solid
to liquid means we’ll be seeing some flooding. Flooding in Royalston
may mean certain roads are impassable – and the DPW will mark them.
The markers, signs, and barriers should not be moved, walked through
or driven around. The integrity of a road cannot be assessed if it’s under
water, leading to the #1 rule – Turn around! Don’t Drown! As little as six
inches of moving water can knock you off your feet; a mere foot of moving
water can sweep your vehicle off the road.
In Royalston, a wide-spread flooding issue is when the spring melt ends
up in your basement. If this is an annual event at your place, hopefully,
you already have a sump hole (a water collection hole in the lowest part
of the floor) with an automatic pump that turns on when the float valve
(sort of like a toilet) rises with the water in the sump hole. Sump holes
occasionally need to be cleaned out, and sump pumps should see regular
maintenance. Both tasks are MUCH easier when the sump hole is empty,
and you’re not slogging through icy water. Rule #2 – Inspect and maintain
your sump hole and pump BEFORE you need them!
With regard to water in the basement, understand that ignoring the situation or do-it-yourself-ing could cost your life. Even a little water can cause
safety issues like slipping, but water that rises to meet electricity – extension cords on the floor, freezers, washers and dryers - can cause electrocution. Water that extinguishes a pilot in a gas heating unit may cause gas
fumes to escape into the house, creating a toxic, and possibly explosive
environment. Knowing when you’re over your head – figuratively and
literally – with basement flooding could save your life, and will definitely
preserve your home. Call for help BEFORE water has risen to the point
it’s a life-threatening hazard. Rule #3 – When in doubt, don’t delay, don’t
scream and shout, call 9-1-1!

Three Ways to Build Community Through Food in March:

6th Annual Chet Hall Scholarship Pancake
Breakfast

WHERE: Royalston Community School
DATE:
Saturday, March 16
TIME:
8:00 - 11:30 am
Raffles, Gift Baskets, Silent Auction, Reading Book
Table. Tickets are available at Royalston Community
School or Kimball-Cooke Ins. Co.
The Chet Hall Scholarship is available to ARRSD students, present and past, that are seeking financial assistance for higher education. This Scholarship Breakfast,
along with other fundraising
efforts, has awarded $2,500 in
financial aid. If you wish to donate or contribute to this worthy
cause or find out more about
applying for the scholarship,
please contact Royalston Community School at 978-249-2900.
Thank you! We hope to see you
there!!!

Soup “R” Bowl/ Chicken Shoot

raises money for the Town Fair in September
The Events Commitee is sponsoring
and all-you-can-eat soup, stew, chowder and chili event, which is a cooking contest and a game, on March 9
at the Royalston Fish and Game Club
at 5 pm. Tickets will be $10 with
$2 from the sale of each ticket split
among the winners of each cooking
category. Immediately following,
there will be a Chicken Shoot, which
is a raffle as well as a card game.
Each round costs $1 to play. Winners get a pre-cooked
chicken and a prize. The committee is looking for donations of prizes and also desserts. Servers needed too. If
you would like to volunteer, donate, be in the cooking
contest or purchase tickets to the event, please call Gabe
or Marlene Jarvenpaa 978-249-4491.

Saturday, March 2, 2019
5 – 7 PM Continuous Seating
Adults - $7.00 Children under 12 - $3.00
Spaghetti, meatballs, garlic bread, salad
Royalston Fish & Game Club

Congratulations and Good News

Kevin Nunes recently graduated
Summa Cum Laude from Framingham State University with a
BA in Accounting. He is employed by Somos in Wilmington
and is a member of the Massachusetts National Guard. He and
his wife Lindsey live in Waltham,
where she is pursuing a Masters in
Psychology.

Dae Koonsuntia and Brian
Nunes were married in January
in Hanford, CA. Dae recently
received her Masters of Business
Accounting and works as a nanny
of four young children. Brian,
US Navy, is stationed at Lemorre
Naval Air Station in Lemorre, CA
and works on F18 fighter jets.
Congratulations to Athol high wrestling team coach, Brandon
Jeffrey, who just coached Chris Waslaske to a Divison 3 state
championship, only the 2nd ever school champ in school history.
The Dewey Decible
trivia team (made
up of Patti Stanko,
Jim
MacPhee,
Mary and Manuel
King and Kathy
Morris) came out
on top at the recent
AREF trivia night.
LBS earned 2nd
place and the Athol Library Ladies took home the bronze. Profits will be used to fund enrichment programs in the local public
schools. The community support is much appreciated.
Mount Wachusett Community College raising funds for
sculpture by Gene Cauthen. To recognize Gene’s role in
establishing the art program and gallery at MWCC as well
as his contributions during the 35 years he taught sculpture
and bronze casting, the art department is seeking to aquire his
piece “Small Bather” to place in the permanent exhibit. Donations of any size are accepted and appreciated and can be made
at support.mwcc.edu/genecauthen.
Corrections:
Paul Rezendes was Mr. December in the Nature Conservancy 2019 calendar (not World Wildlife Fund). #stillprettycool
The credit for the comforting photo of Gene Cauthen in the
last issue was taken and prepared for publication by Liane
Brandon.
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Obituary

Sharon T. Hood (Tallman), 77, of Royalston, died Friday February
8, 2019 in Peterborough, NH after a valiant and courageous battle
with dementia. Although our hearts are heavy with sadness, we are
rejoicing knowing that our mother's battles are over and she is once
again whole.
Born January 18, 1942 in Little Falls, NY to Clarke W. and Irene
Tallman (Keller), Sharon spent her early years in the Herkimer, NY
area. Sharon moved to Holyoke, MA at the age of 7 to live with her
uncle's family after the tragic deaths of her parents. Sharon was a
1959 graduate of Holyoke High School and continued her education
at Gardner State Hospital and Mount Wachusett Community College
where she graduated as an R.N. Sharon worked for many years as
an R.N. at Athol Memorial Hospital before completing her career at
Henry Heywood Hospital where she was the supervisor in the recovery room and an employee union leader before retiring.
During her nursing studies and career, she was able to make wonderful connections with so many people. It was during her education that she met Lois Szczygiel who introduced her to husband Bill.
Sharon also became close long-time friends with Mary Fleck through
her nursing career and the two families have enjoyed many years of
friendship, including countless vacations to Cape Breton Island in
Nova Scotia where Mary relocated her family. Sharon was a friend
to many and an enemy to none. She enjoyed time with the Red Hat
Society, as a Queen Mother, the Athol Senior Center and volunteering
at Royalston Community School reading to young children. Sharon
also spent her short retirement years taking care of neighbors and
friends in the Royalston and Athol area, as well as spending time with
her good friends, especially Joanne Curtin and Karen Millet. Sharon
was also an active member of the local committee charged with building a new school for the community of Royalston and was proud to
serve as it benefitted future generations.
Sharon enjoyed her animals during her life time, beginning with
Fluffy, her first dog. When she moved to Royalston, she was able to
have a horse, Midnight. Sharon also raised Siamese Cats, Irish Setters, Miniature Poodles and had various parakeets.
Traveling was one of Sharon's great joys. Often traveling with friends
or family, some of the fondest memories Sharon had were of trips to
Cape Breton, Mexico, the Florida Keys, The Grand Canyon, Las Vegas, Foxwoods and the great trip she took with her husband and children in the summer of 1976 across the U.S. to many National Parks
and other great destinations, including seeing the Redwood trees.
Sharon was a very lucky person, having won numerous prizes over
the years that she used to improve her home, especially her prized "Las
Vegas Center" in the family living room. Sharon also enjoyed trips to
Virginia to see her son and his family over the years, as well as flyfishing in Alaska. Sharon was also an avid Red Sox and Patriots fan.
Sharon leaves behind her husband of 56 years: William E. Hood;
her two loving children of whom she was extremely proud, Stephanie Hood of Royalston and Ryan Hood of Phillipston, three brothers:
Clark, Tony and Peter Tallman and two sisters: Maryanne McConnell
and Margaret (Peggy) Magee, as well as two grandchildren: Tyler and
Brooke and three great grandsons: Bradley, Sawyer and Jackson, and
her faithful loving cat Olivia. Sharon was predeceased by two daughters, Christine and Nicole and a grandson, Adam, as well as three brothers: John, Stephen and Billy Tallman. Nothing gave her more pleasure
than her family and friends, especially the younger generation.
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Monty Tech

Mary C. Barclay, Royalston Rep., m-barclay@montytech.net
Let’s give a big shout-out to the many people at Monty Tech who
are enhancing the education of our students without adding to our
tax burden. Recent on-line auction proceeds from the sale of surplus equipment brought in $16,628.76. In just January and February, grants and gifts accepted include $2,000 for science teaching
tools for Biomedical and Human Body Systems courses; $710.10
from Workers’ Credit Union for Business Technology; $7,500
from MIT for the Student Space Experiment Program; $7,000 from
the Fitchburg Youth Wrestling Program towards a new wrestling
mat; a $5,000 tool grant for the Auto Body program from the ICAR Collision Repair Education Foundation and Liberty Mutual;
a $1,660 grant for the Marine Corps JROTC program from BNY
Mellon; $3,000 from MassCUE for the purchase of a Collaborative Learning Station; and $6,708 from the Community Foundation of North Central Massachusetts (CFNCM) for the Veterinary
Sciences Building – and speaking of that 7,500 square foot facility,
are you aware that total donations for that building project alone
have surpassed $2.6 million to date?!
In addition to educating day students, Monty Tech’s School of Continuing Education
offers evening programs, the income from which helps enhance
equipment used by the day students. For example, the newest evening program, Oil Burner Technician Certification Prep Course,
was made possible with a grant of $13,920 from the CFNCM, and
program support from the F.W. Webb Company, and will be used
by the daytime students in the HVAC & Property Maintenance
program.
Monty Tech is hosting a Career Expo on April 30, from 6-8 p.m.
Area employers are invited to reserve a table by contacting Dawn
Provost at 978-345-9200 x5220. Candidates should bring resumes
and dress professionally; initial interviews may be conducted. The
Career Expo is free and open to the public.

Royalston Community School
Ben Winters was a guest of honor last
month at the ARRSD School Committee meeting, where RCS Principal Beth
Craven presented a certificate naming him Student of the Month. Ben’s
parents are Jennifer (Newton) and Michael Winters, who, last November,
became owners of her childhood home
on North Fitzwilliam Road.

Calendar
March 1 9:00 Community Reading Day
2:00 Read Across America Day
March 4 - 7 Scholastic Book Fair (visitors welcome)
March 6 1/2 Day, lunch served, noon release
March 8 Keith Michael Johnson Presents “Science Isn’t Always
Pretty”, sponsored by Royalston Academy
March 15 2:00, All School Meeting, Family & Friends invited
March 16 Chet Hall Scholarship Breakfast - 8:00 - 11:30am
March 22 Mobile Ed - “Force and Motion”, sponsored by Royalston Academy
March 29 1:30 *DARE Graduation, Grade 5, Family & Friends
welcome

What’s Happening at the Village School?

Open Visiting Days: Ever wonder if the Village School could be a
great place for your child? Come to an Open Visiting Day, just about
any Tuesday and Thursday, at 8:30 a.m. You can observe the class or
two of your choice, and find out if the school can serve your child and
your budget. Best to call ahead. 978 249 3505, ask for Risa.
Now we are heading into sugaring season, and all the classes will
be making field trips to the Richardson Farm in Phillipston for sugaring and lambing. The K-6th classes start swimming at the YMCA on
Fridays in March and April.
Science Night Wednesday evening March 20 7:00 p.m.: Back in
January, 5th-6th grade students chose a topic to investigate and with
the help of scientist Cathy Szal, designed experiments to prove or
disprove the initial hypothesis. No help from parents! Peer review
is part of the process. At Science Night students will enthusiastically display and explain their work. Come, see, and ask questions!
Everyone is welcome.
Roots and Sprouts: A Parent-Child Group for parents and caretakers with infants and toddlers up to age 3 starts again Wednesdays
March 20th through April 24th 8:45-10 a.m. at the Village School
(no session April 17, school vacation week). Drop-ins are welcome.
FREE Led by Brooke Coleman, parent, nurse, midwife and health
educator, with Sofie Vieira, preschool teacher and mother of a baby .
Come gather in the lovely Village School preschool classroom, meet
other parents and deepen your connection with your child through
fun activities. The morning finishes in the playground. For info,
call 978 249 3505 or email info@villageschoolma.org Drop-ins
always welcome!

Scholarships Available

Royalston Academy Scholarships:
Deadline April 19, 2019 Forms are available through your high school guidance counselor,
Royalston Library, or Kristen West c/o Royalston Academy Scholarship Committee, PO Box 35, Royalston, MA 01368.
The Katherine Seymour Bullock Cole Memorial Scholarship
(up to $1000) is available to graduating high school resident of
Royalston going on to a higher education.
The Judy Jenkins Musco Scholarship is available for Royalston residents interested in pursuing educational activities including college, home schooling, educational travel, and educational and literacy programs.
The Ladies’ Benevolent Society Scholarships are open to all
residents (regardless of age or gender) pursuing higher or continuing education opportunites. Forms are available from high school
guidance counselors and the Phinehas Newton Library. For more
information, contact Theresa Quinn 978-249 3819, theraquinn@
aol.com. Deadline for submissions is April 16, 2019.
Chet Hall Memorial Scholarship is open to those who attended
ARRSD schools past and present. Applications are with guidance
counselors or call Royalston Community School 978-249-2900.
Don’t overlook on-line scholarship opportunities through www.
Fastweb.com , www.scholarships.com , and by searching area
civic organizations’ Facebook Pages and websites.

Classifieds
Free pot belly pig to a good home. Call Becky 249-3158

Services Available:

Glass etching by Swank Kreations. Custom options by experienced graphic designer and etching of glassware. Single pieces
or sets. Contact Krys and Keith Swan at Swankkreations@gmail.
com .
Early drop off and/or after-school babysitting available for
children from the Royalston Community School. Hours are Monday to Friday 6.30am till school drop off, 3 to 6pm after-school
pickup and childcare. I will pick up your children and bring them
back to my home .5 mile from the school. Snow days, holidays and
school vacation days are also available. Costs will vary depending
on how many days coverage you would like. Call Christine Morris: 978-249-4737.
Piano and Guitar Lessons: Evan Foisy. $20 for a half hour session. Call Evan 978-249-4250, or email evan55@comcast.net
Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and
dog shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.
com Call 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454
2 matted horse stalls available; round pen, arena, generous turnout, watchful care 24/7. Black Horse Farm is near Birch Hill Dam
by horseback. $400 per month. Training or any number of lessons
$575 per month. Text Susanne at 978-323-1048.
Laurie Truehart: private wood carving lessons. 978-249-3291.
Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers,
brochures, business cards, etc... Also photo and slide scanning offered. Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.
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for sale:

All in good condition: Playstation 2 Game System with 2 controllers, several games including Guitar Hero with guitar accessory, $40. 19” Visio TV, $30. IMPEX MP1105 home gym, $70.
Medium sized Metal Dog Crate, $20. Call Diana or Geoff at
978-249-3726.
Hand-knitted items: Hats, mittens, boot socks,
baby sets, etc. 978-249-4013.
Pork Cut Packages available. Variety packs. 10
lbs- $55 20lbs- $100 Sausage also available for
$4/ lb- breakfast, hot, sweet, and cajun. Call Chet 978-895-6327
Riding Lawn Mower Lift: Used only one season. Like new.
Paid $119, will sell for $80. Call 978-249-4013.
Jarvenpaa Farm Eggs. $2.50/dozen. 17 River Rd, So. Royalston. Come by anytime. Cooler at the bottom of the driveway
next to road.
Pigs: Call John 978 894-5109
Local writer’s Diane Kane, Phyllis Cochran, Kathy Chencharik
and Sharon Harmon have a newly released book of short stories for sale. Flash in the Can , stories to read on the go. To order
call 978-249-3040.
Royalston Maple Syrup from Divoll’s sugar house. Prices: pints
$10, quarts $17, half gallons $30 and gallons $55. Call John 978894-5109
Sweetwater Sugar House at the LeRays has syrup available. Call
978-249-3464.
Nature books and prints. Commissions accepted. Call Gordon
Morrison at 978-249-2947.

House cleaning. 4 hr - $60.00. Royalston resident. Call Fran:
home 249-4596 or cell 978- 895-0817.

Local, raw honey from Squier Davis Farm. One pound jars $8.00
Cash preferred. Call Deb/Joe Nunes at 978-249-4000.

DTM Landscaping. spring cleanup, snowplowing. Call Theresa
Gates 413-336-1850 or David Plourde 413-336-1593

15ft x 15ft EPDM 45 mil pond liner. Brand new still in box.
$125.00 or best offer. Call Tom at 978-249-9633.

Private Music Lessons In Royalston, Phillipston, Gardner, Athol.
In Home Times Monday-Friday 7-9pm. Beginner-Advanced Saxophone, Intro to Piano, Beginner-Intermediate Clarinet, Songwriting, and Music Theory. Request more info at www.lauraramseymusic.com

Mulch your garden - Fertilize by the load or by the bag from
Black Horse Farm (978) 249-9880, (413) 336-1263 or email suzannagaits@gmail.com
Birch Knoll Farm - Hay for sale,
3163 or 774-239-5062

Contact Helen at 978-249-

Firewood- Green firewood $195/ 170 cu feet. or $380/340 cu
feet. Call Jim Putney. 978-249-3379.
Dean’s Beans Coffee Order You can order fresh roasted coffee
once a month through the Village School, ground or whole beans,
for around $10/ lb. Order online and pick it up in the hallway at the
school the following Friday. Go to http://www.villageschoolma.
org/coffee.htm
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Garden Notes		

February 24, 2019
I have delayed putting pen to paper in the hopes that some
inspiration might emerge. No inspiration has emerged, so I
rely on that tried-and-true subject, the weather. As I write, it
is (what else?) raining; the eleventh rain event since the first
snows fell in November. Thirty inches of snow have fallen
this season. Some snow is so light a broom could serve as a
snow removal devise and some is so heavy that one is welladvised to shovel (remember snow shovels?) a small amount
at a time. On average thirteen inches of snow is equivalent
to one inch of rain. Our snow, to date, corresponds to two
and one half inches of rain. During the same period, we’ve
experienced over eight inches of rain. As rain. Consider the
alternative. If that rain had fallen as snow, we’d be buried
under one hundred inches of it. That would have kept the
town crew hopping. This state of affairs is unprecedented, at
least during our tour of duty in Royalston. Of course, we are
newcomers, having resided here only since 1976. (In New
England speak, we, after forty-two years, remain newcomers.
Fair enough. But our children [three of whom were born at
home] are considered newcomers. Not fair enough.)
So, at the moment, the ground is (barely) covered with
snow, a blessing in one respect, since I am spared a view of
the garden. Uncovered as recently as two weeks ago, it was a
wretched sight, streams running down the aisles, a generally
uninviting presence prevailing. It is hard to believe that in two
months’ time I will be planting peas and spinach, harvesting
parsnips, and searching for the first asparagus.
All is not bleak. There is a wee bit of color indoors. The
lemon ‘tree’ is adorned with twelve lemons. A Christmas cactus, unaware that Christmas occurred two months ago, has
just begun flowering. Hyacinths are providing a riot of color
and fragrance. The bulbs were planted (five in a six inch pot)
in November, set in a cool, dark place (i.e. the basement),
placed in a large galvanized pan covered with screening to
discourage rodents, and watered as required. Some time in
January, the green stems emerged and the pots brought upstairs and treated like all other house plants. Depending on
ambient temperature, flowering may not occur for a month,
but, without fail, flower they will. The whole process is referred to as forcing and it is as easy as pie. If only it was as
easy to ‘force’ our politicians to act like grownups.
Notwithstanding the vagaries of the weather and the conditions of the garden, I am obliged to shake off the cobwebs and
get going. As always, the ‘getting going’ involves the planting of onions/leeks, celery/celeriac, and parsley, the vegetables that require the longest stretch of indoor growth before
setting out. The yield potential of a seed is staggering. My
packet of onions contains approximately four hundred seeds
and weighs 1/16 ounce. At 90% germination, three hundred
sixty plants will emerge. Assuming the onions to size out
at one-half pound each (a not unreasonable assumption), that
1/16 ounce package will provide one hundred eighty pounds
of food. Now that is a return on investment. (Notwithstanding the fact that a certain amount of sweat
equity must be provided to obtain that
return.)
Let the games begin.
			Larry Siegel

Squirrel-ma-geddon

They are everywhere! On the roof. At the
back door. Clinging to the outside walls. In
the early morning they are scrabbling across
the roof and, occasionally, peering in our bedroom window. Cheeky devils! I have never
seen so many squirrels.
In the dim morning light, we watch them
emerge from the surrounding woods. Clustering under the birdfeeders, which are suspended on a wire high above the ground, the squirrels begin their day’s work: an obsessive search for dropped seeds. This
work is abandoned only to engage in their other obsession: an abrupt
and decisive chasing of each other away from said seeds. Now and
then, they take a break to sit on a stone wall or climb a tree. There they
sit stock still for long minutes until they might be mistaken for a clump
of dead leaves. Lately, we look up to see one perched on the frame
around our kitchen garden, inches from our window, peering at us in
what seems like a very personal way. One squirrel in particular returns
to this perch quite frequently. A large bare spot on its right shoulder
distinguishes this squirrel from its brethren. When we christened this
squirrel “Patches” we realized, with horror, that we’d crossed a line.
We were obsessed with our squirrels.
We cannot decide if we loathe our squirrels or admire them. Reasons
to loathe were obvious from the start. But the admiration has grown
more slowly. We watched, for example, as their little squirrel-brains
worked to figure out the source of all these seeds. They would pause in
their snuffling and gaze up. Really? Up? How did they figure out that
the seeds are coming from overhead rather than simply existing down
there in the snow?
Once the overhead source had been ascertained, the puzzle of how
to get up there began. A squirrel or two would climb the spindly blueberry bush just under the feeders. They would get only so far before
the branches would bend under their weight forcing them to abandon
ship in an impressively acrobatic spiral toward the ground. The stone
walls beneath the feeders are far too low to be useful, but this did not
prevent many a squirrel from climbing to the top and gazing wistfully
upwards. Day after day these same attempts met with the same longing
looks, the same failures. Still it became clear to us that these squirrels
were not to be denied.
The great squirrel success was finally achieved from the roof of our
outside pizza oven. One morning we watched as a squirrel walked gingerly down the slope of that roof to the corner nearest one of the feeders. At the very edge of the roof it gauged the distance, backed up a bit
and took a flying leap. Launching itself across several feet of air space
it reached the feeder, stretched its whole body along its length, and
hung on for dear life. Tom opened the door and shouted, “Hey! Get
down from there!” which prompted another spiraling leap earthward
and a brisk run toward the woods. However, this one success was clearly lodged in the squirrel-brain. Several times a day we now look out to
see a squirrel clinging to the feeder, gobbling seeds at an alarming rate.
Another opened door, another shout, another leap. Over and over.
I will confess here that this daily human-squirrel ritual of leap, cling,
shout, and escape is now followed by howls of laughter on our part.
Which seems to indicate that we have crossed the threshold from loathing to admiration. This is the winter of Squirrel-ma-geddon. There is no
recourse but to sit back and admire ... and then shout, “Hey! Get down
from there!”
				Deb D’Amico
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The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Renovations R Us

All Phases of Home Improvement
Bob Leblanc, Royalston
cell 508-425-0570

MA CS #62476 HIC # 115978
MA Lead Cert. #LR000324

Family Pet Mobile Veterinary Services
Sue Ellen Mowcomber DVM

Caring for your pet in the
comfort of your home.

978-249-4626
www.familypetmobilevet.net

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.
Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368
Telephone: (978) 249-5879

Daisy Duke’s Country Salon
Waterville Plaza, 10 Main Street
Winchendon, MA
Hair, Nails, Tanning Services
& Hydro Massage
Hair Stylists
Lisa Martin & Emma LeGrand
Call for an appointment:
978-297-1200

Stephen Chase Contracting

Restoration and Preservation Services
Royalston
978-249-0358
MA Construction Supervisor #044817
MA Home Improvement #161878
MA Lead Safe #LR003488

Royalston General Store
Mon - Wed 7am-7pm. Thur & Fri 7am - 8pm
Sat 8am -8pm. Sun 9am - 6pm

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Full Breakfast
978-249-9798
Subs • Pizza • Pasta• Beer • Wine
Liquor • Lottery • Groceries • Hardware
Eat In or Take Out

Sam’s Canine Companions L.L.C.
Sherry A. Miner
71 Athol Road
PO Box 123
Royalston MA 01368
508-873-0629 call or text

Professional all breed grooming
and obedience training
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Does Anyone Recall Bicycle Pete?

The library recently received this inquiry. If you have information,
please let the library know.
I‘m trying to find out if anyone knows or can find out for me
any information on a man called “Bicycle Pete”, who walked the
roads of Royalston in the late 50s to early 60s. He was a very large
and tall disheveled-looking man who always (even in the heat of
summer) wore a long, dark, heavy, ankle length military looking
coat and a dark wool cap. He was a rather frightening figure who
walked down the Main St from the Fitzwilliam Rd to Cliffy’s store
on the common. He always had a large sack with him I expect for
provisions. He did not speak English but may have spoken Russian or some other eastern European language. Other than utter
some unrecognizable words, he always was by himself and never
actively threatened anyone. The reason I know about him is I used
to live in the house across from the library on Warwick Rd. At that
time no one seemed to know anything about him.
Any information you might have would be helpful.

Newsletter Staff

Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
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Staff: Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel, Rhea Sawicki

Submission deadline for April issue: Mar. 22
Please Contact Us

To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:
E-mail: chasegos2@gmail.com
Mail:
PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
Fax:
978-249-3572 (library)
Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions.
This Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston
households as a public service provided by the Friends of the
Phinehas S. Newton Library with support from the Highland
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the entire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions

are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)
by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
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Wildlife Sightings

Buddy Dyer has been witnessing a dramatic bit of nature from a
window in his house on Butterworth Road. There have been some
red foxes hanging around his house, which he has noticed for a few
months. There have also been an unusually large number of squirrels, some of whom have fattened themselves by grabbing peaches
and other fruit from his orchard. He watched with awe more than
once as a fox grabbed a squirrel from under a bird feeder, shook
the squirrel to end its life and then ran off, presumably taking it
back to a nearby den. He also saw one squirrel escape and find
safety in a stone wall.

The yin and the yang of this winter’s
weather is reflected in Royalston Falls.

